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January 2013

GOSHA News
Annual Health & Safety Awards – 2012 – Presented 24.1.2013
Guernsey businesses and individuals were recognised for their efforts to improve health and safety standards at our annual awards dinner held on the 24th January 2013 at the Old Government House Hotel.

We were delighted with the number, variety and quality of this year’s entrants from large organisations to individuals, all of whom have made significant contributions to workplace safety standards.

Over 100 guests attended our annual dinner to see the presentation of awards by Deputy Kevin Stewart, Minister, Commerce and Employment. 

The awards and commendations were assessed by the Institution of Occupational Safety and Health (IOSH) Council member and former chair of the Thames Valley Branch, Mr Roy Featherstone and we are grateful to Roy for the time he gives free of charge to undertake the judging and for his independent, experienced judgement.

Managing Director of event sponsor Insurance Corporation Glyn Smith said: “As insurers we are there to help when things go wrong, but of course no-one wants to have to make a claim. It is great to see the efforts that are being made to protect people from unnecessary dangers in such a variety of industries and we applaud those who are promoting better standards of health and safety in the workplace.”

Guernsey Water achieved the Large Organisation Health & Safety Award nd its Director of Water Services Andrew Redhead added: “It is important that people recognise the importance and cost benefit of a safe and health workforce and Guernsey Water is delighted to receive this award, which is a credit to our dedicated safety team and all Guernsey Water employees.”
GOSHA Awards Winners 2012

Individual Contribution to Health & Safety Award 

Darren Bishop, Trant

Special Award for Progress in the Management of Hazardous Substances (COSHH)

Guernsey Water

Judge’s Special Award for Commitment to the Improvement of Health & Safety Management

Island Waste

Construction Sector Health & Safety Award

Trant

Health & Safety Lifetime Achievement Award

Peter de Garis, Ronez

Large Organisation Health & Safety Award 
Guernsey Water
New Vice-Chairman of GOSHA

We are delighted that Nathan Silk has agreed to be Vice Chairman of GOSHA. His impact is significant as his work on the GOSHA Committee to date demonstrates, especially in relation to the organisation and delivery of our annual health & safety awards.
Guernsey Workplaces - Health & Safety Week 2013

We have just completed our second Guernsey Workplaces Health & Safety Awareness Week and were delighted by the numbers who attended our breakfast meetings (115 in all) and the first-rate quality of our speakers:

· Angus McLellan of NAS Laboratories

· Steve Roussel of Ronez

· Allan Viner of Green Compliance Water Division

We’ve received very good feedback from attendees on the quality of the presentations and we hope to make them available. Please get in touch if you’d like a particular set of slides.

Our sincere thanks to our speakers, all who attended and our sponsors:

· Coppolo and Coyde

· Guernsey electricity (also promoting their dial before you dig initiative)
· Green Compliance Water Division

We attracted some media interest and hope the overall result will be safer workplaces in Guernsey.
Some photos from our awards, sponsored by Insurance Corporation
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         Darren Bishop of Trant receives his award

     Success for Guernsey Water
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               Significant improvements at Island Waste recognised

       Peter de Garis a deserved winner
Other News

Legionella ACoP – Guernsey HSE launches a consultation

We heard at our breakfast meeting of the benefits of following the UK’s Approved Code of Prctice on the Control of the Legionella bacterium and so it is welcome news that Guernsey may soon have its own code of practice.

The Guernsey HSE has begun a consultation process. Please see their website and the link  at www.hse.guernsey.gg/
Guernsey HSE – Frequently asked questions

There is useful local information on the Guernsey HSE website. Have you tried the FAQ area? The office safety link is an example at www.hse.guernsey.gg/FAQs.html#Office
Health & Safety Toolbox – from HSE
A wealth of helpful information has been compiled by the HSE for ease of reference and access. Try it at www.hse.gov.uk/toolbox/index.htm
Guernsey Workplaces – H&S Poster – It must be displayed
Are you displaying yours?

Here’s the link if you need one: 

www.gosha.org.gg/wp-content/uploads/2012/08/Guernsey-HS-LawPoster1.pdf
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Myth: There's nothing you can do about slips and trips and they don't really hurt anyone anyway

The reality : Most slips and trips are preventable and many happen when spills aren't cleared up or clutter tidied away. It is one of the most common causes of serious injury in Guernsey.
Simple mistakes can shatter lives … your actions could help stop them from happening. Don't take things for granted, cut corners or wait for someone else to do it!
GOSHA Committee 

Guernsey Occupational Safety & Health Association – www.gosha.org.gg
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